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‘Inspiring the minds of tomorrow to be confident life-long learners’ 
 

Accessibility Plan 2021-2022 
Purpose of Plan 
This plan shows how St Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls intends, over time, to increase the 
accessibility of our school for disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors. As a school, we are 
committed as far as is physically practicable to providing an accessible environment which values and 
includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, 
spiritual, emotional and cultural needs. We are also committed to challenging negative attitudes 
about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion. 
 
Definition of disability 
A person has a disability if he/she has a mental, sensory or physical impairment that has a substantial 
and long-term adverse effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. The plan has 
been drawn up in compliance with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, 
relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School Governors are accountable for ensuring the 
implementation, review and reporting on progress of the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period. 
 
Areas of planning responsibilities 
Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum (this includes teaching and learning and 
the wider curriculum of the school such as participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural 
activities or school visits). 
 
Improving access to the physical environment of schools (this includes improvements to the physical 
environment of the school and physical aids to access education). 
 
Improving the delivery of written information to disabled pupils (this will include planning to make 
written information that is normally provided by the school to its pupils available to disabled pupils. 
The information should take account of pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats 
and be made available within a reasonable timeframe 
 
Contextual Information 
The school was founded in 1888 and is located in the original Convent building and others; as such 
our physical facilities for persons with disabilities are limited. We will however make every reasonable 
adjustment in order to accommodate the needs of applicants, pupils, parents/carers, visitors and 
members of staff who have disabilities. 
A dedicated disabled parking bay is allocated in the front car park, with access available through the 
side access for the 6th Form building, or through the playground. 
Access between each floor in all buildings is by stairwell only. The school has previously investigated 
the feasibility of installing a lift and/or stair lift, and was advised that neither was possible within the 
building’s present structure.  With recent developments in this area we are told that there are now 
prospects for lifts/ramps to be added to enable disabled access to all of our school buildings.  We 
have asked this year for a survey to be completed by our property consultants about accessibility to 
the school premises generally.  We hope to have this survey completed within the school year so that 
a plan for capital funding can be established. 
 
We have no wheelchair dependent pupils or members of staff. 
 
Current Range of known disabilities 
The school has children with a range of disabilities to include moderate and specific learning 
disabilities. 
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The school SEN policy ensures that staff identify, assess and arrange suitable provision for pupils with 
disabilities and special educational needs. Working with external agencies, the SENCo manages the 
Statutory Assessment Process, ensuring additional resources are available where appropriate.  The 
school provides additional support for pupils and supports teachers in implementing strategies for 
improving pupils’ behaviour and access to learning. The school works closely with specialist services 
including: 
 

 Brent Outreach Autism Team (BOAT) 

 Educational Psychology Service (EPS) 

 Professional services to support specific needs (e.g. mild hearing loss) accessed as required 

 Access arrangements for public exams are made as appropriate 

 Brent Inclusion Support Team 

 Counsellor from Catholic Children’s Society 

 Speech and Language Therapy for those children with a statement of SEN or an EHC 
Plan (provided by Health but paid for by the Local Authority). 
 

Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum. 
Continuing to improve teaching and learning lies at the heart of the school’s work. Through self-
review and Continuous Professional Development (CPD), we aim to enhance staff knowledge, skills 
and understanding to promote excellent teaching and learning for all children. We aim to meet every 
child’s needs with inclusive classroom teaching, additional learning support (and adapted learning 
materials) as appropriate, a suitable curriculum, appropriate target setting, full use of our 
premises/facilities and through listening to our pupils and parents. 
 
It is a core value of the school that all children are enabled to participate fully in the broader life of 
the school. Consequently, all children have always been permitted to attend age relevant after school 
clubs, leisure and cultural activities and educational visits. The only exception would occur if a child 
had breached school rules when deprivation of club attendance may be used as a suitable short term 
sanction and to ensure the safety of others. 
 

Target Strategies Timescale Responsibility 
Success 

Responsibility 
Success 

Increase the 
confidence of 
staff in 
differentiating 
the curriculum. 
 

Be aware of 
staff training 
needs on 
curriculum 
access. 
 
Assign CPD. 
 
Online learning 
modules, if 
required. 
 

Ongoing 
and as 
required 
 

Teaching and 
learning and 
CPD SLT 
  
SENCO 

Raised staff 
confidence in 
strategies for 
differentiation 
and increased 
pupil 
participation 

Ensure 
classroom 
support staff 
have specific 
training on 
disability issues 

Be aware of 
staff training 
needs 
Staff access 
appropriate 
CPD 

 As required Teaching and 
learning and 
CPD SLT 
 
 
 
SENCO  

Raised 
confidence of 
support staff 
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Ensure all staff 
are aware of 
disabled 
children’s 
curriculum 
access 

Set up a system 
of individual 
access plans 
as part of the 
IEP process for 
disabled pupils 
when required. 
 
Information 
sharing with 
all agencies 
involved with 
child Personal 
health care 
plans will be set 
up for pupils 
with significant 
health issues 

As 
required 

Pastoral SLT 
 
SENCO 

All staff aware 
of individuals 
needs 

Use ICT 
software to 
support 
learning 

Make sure 
software 
installed where 
needed 

As 
required 

SENCO and 
subject leaders 

Wider use of 
SEN resources 
in classrooms 

All educational 
visits to be 
accessible to all 

Develop 
guidance for 
staff on making 
trips accessible. 
 
Staff to link with 
senior leaders in 
advance to 
request extra 
support for key 
children 

As 
required 

HT/EVC All pupils in 
school able to 
access all 
educational 
visits and take 
part in a range 
of activities 

 
 
Improving access to the physical environment of the school 
 

Target Strategies Timescale Responsibility  Success Criteria 

The school is 
aware of the 
needs of 
disabled pupils 
staff, 
governors, 
parent/carers 
and visitors 

To create 
access plans for 
individual 
disabled pupils 
as part of the 
IEP process 
when required. 
 
Be aware of 
staff, 
governors’ and 
parents’ access 
needs and meet 
as appropriate 
 

As required 
Induction and 
on-going 
if required 
 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENCO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IEPs in place for 
disabled pupils 
and all staff 
aware of pupils’ 
needs. 
 
 
 
All staff and 
governors feel 
confident their 
needs are met. 
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Through 
questions 
and discussions 
find out the 
access needs of 
parents/carers 
through 
newsletter 
 
 

Recruitment 
process 

Headteacher Parents have full 
access to all 
school activities. 
 
 
Access issues do 
not influence 
recruitment and 
retention issues 

To enable all 
students with 
temporary 
disablement 
difficulties and 
disabled 
visitors to 
access the 
school 
effectively 

Consider needs 
of disabled 
pupils, 
parents/carers 
or visitors when 
considering any 
redesign 
 
Where 
necessary 
meetings will 
be held on the 
ground floor. 
 
Quiet areas will 
be available 
throughout the 
school 

As required 
(e.g. Lessons 
changed to 
ground floor 
when student 
on crutches) 

Head/Governors/ 
Site Manager/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
All staff 
 
 
 
 
 
SENCO/SLT 

We can 
accommodate 
the needs of all 
pupils, staff and 
visitors 

Ensure staff 
are aware of 
the needs of 
specific pupils 

Ensure all 
pupils with 
difficulties are 
familiar with 
evacuation 
procedures. 
Develop a 
system to 
ensure all staff 
are aware of 
their 
responsibilities. 

As required 
 
 
 
 
 
Each Sept 
and ongoing 

SENCO 
 
 
 
 
 
SENCO/ Staff 
handbook 

All disabled 
pupils and staff 
working 
alongside are 
safe in the 
event of a fire 

All fire escape 
routes are 
suitable for all 

Egress routes 
visual check 

Weekly Site Manager All disabled 
staff, pupils and 
visitors able to 
have safe 
independent 
egress 

 
 
Sharing information of pupil special needs 
 
This will include planning to make written information that is normally provided by the school to its 
pupils available to disabled pupils. Examples might include handouts, textbooks and information 
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about school events. The information should take account of pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and 
parents’ preferred formats and be made available within a reasonable timeframe. 
 
 
 
In planning to make written information available to disabled pupils we again need to establish the 
current level of need and be able to respond to changes in the range of need. The school will need 
to identify agencies and sources of such materials to be able to make the provision when required. 
The schools ICT infrastructure will enable us to access a range of materials supportive to need. 
 

Target Strategies Timescale Responsibility  Success Criteria 

Review 
information to 
parent/carers 
to ensure it is 
accessible 

Provide 
information and 
letters in clear 
print 
 
Staff will 
support 
and help 
parents 
to access 
information and 
complete school 
forms 
 
Ensure website 
is accessible for 
all 
 
Access to 
translators 
where possible 
using staff and 
strengthening 
Young 
Interpreters 
 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
On-going 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current 
 
 
 
As required 

Office 
 
 
 
 
School Office/ 
Parent 
support advisor 
 
 
 
 
Website design 
team/ 
PH 
 
All staff 

All parents 
receive 
information in a 
form that they 
can access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All parents 
understand 
what the 
headlines of the 
school 
information are. 

Improve the 
delivery of 
information in 
writing in an 
appropriate 
format 

Provide suitably 
enlarged, clear 
print for pupils 
with a visual 
impairment 

As required Office Excellent 
communication 

Ensure all staff 
are aware of 
guidance on 
accessible 
formats 

Guidance to 
staff on 
dyslexia, visual 
impairment 
formats and 
accessible 
information 

On-Going SENCO ELD handbook 
continuing 
improvement in 
sharing 
strategies for 
pupils with 
common needs 
(e.g. dyslexia, 
ADHD) 

Annual review Develop child On-Going SENCO Staff more 
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information to 
be as accessible 
as 
possible 

friendly IEP 
review formats 
which are 
shared with 
parents and 
accessible to all 
staff 

aware of pupils 
preferred 
methods of 
communications 

Languages 
other than 
English to be 
visible in school 

Some welcome 
signs to be 
multilingual. 
Introducing 
booklets and 
leaflets in main 
languages 
spoken by 
pupils/parents. 
Suitable 
induction 
programme 

On-Going EAL Co-
ordinator 

Confidence of 
parents to 
access their 
child’s 
education 

 


