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Dear families, 
 
I hope you’re well and have enjoyed a return to more normal schooling this academic year. Your 
teaching teams and headteachers have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming everyone back to school. 
 
St Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls is part of The Diocese of Westminster Academy Trust (DoWAT), a 
family of eleven schools, and I’m pleased to share we are amongst the country’s top performing Catholic 
Multi-Academy Trusts. As a result, your child benefits from the collaboration that happens across our 
Trust’s primary and secondary schools to share teaching best practice, ideas and learning opportunities.  
 
During difficult times, we have continued to have some wonderful moments of success. Our pupils have 
continued to excel in terms of educational outcomes, with a number progressing to top universities 
including Oxford and Cambridge. Our schools have enjoyed strong Ofsted and Diocesan inspection 
outcomes, and ever improving best practice. And our Trust, has taken a national leadership role within 
the Catholic Church in support of partnership with the Church of England, ensuring continued Catholic 
excellence in the years to come. 
 
At the beginning of the academic year, St Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls was graded outstanding 
in their Diocesan inspection. This is a wonderful achievement and we’re incredibly proud of St 
Claudine’s distinctive Catholic identity and dedication to excellent student outcomes for all students. It 
is incredible to see the extraordinary work of this community acknowledged and celebrated.  
 
The ever-increasing popularity of St Claudine’s locally is a testament to its students, staff and wider 
school community. The school has a very bright future, and we can’t wait to see our young people thrive 
next year. 
 
I have been privileged to lead the Trust this past year. I have witnessed the resilience, courage and 
determination that has emanated from our schools’ leaders, teachers - and their young people - during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our families for supporting 
staff as they have returned to in-school teaching following the disruptions of the previous two years. 
Since joining the Trust in April last year it has been wonderful to see the important role our wider school 
community plays. 
 
I arrived as the Trust’s first full-time CEO from Salford Diocese having been an Executive Principal 
supporting school improvement, educational policy development and representing education on Metro 
Mayor Andy Burnham’s Public Reform Board. My ambition is to sustain and enhance the high 
performance of our schools ensuring that DoWAT is seen as a beacon of best practice, a leading Multi-
Academy Trust welcoming children of all faiths and none, built upon the strong values of our Christian 
tradition. 
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Finally, I would like to wish the very best of luck to all of our young people awaiting vocational, GCSEs 
and A Level results and those young people joining DoWAT for the first time. 
 
If you would like to find out more about DoWAT, you can visit our website: www.dowat.co.uk. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Pat 

 
 
Pat Murden 
CEO 
 
 


