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Sociology Curriculum Map  
Intent – Sociology is the study of the structure and development of society and how it has impacted human social relationships. The Sociology curriculum 

intends to develop student’s sociological imagination by imparting fundamental skills such as critical analysis, independent thinking and balancing 

judgements. Within the rich and broad subject, students will look to analyse their place in society from a micro and macro point of view and look to grasp 

and understand sociological approaches such as functionalism, Marxism and feminism to topic areas and then apply their understanding of sociology and 

how it relates to everyday processes and purposes of institutions such as the family, education system, criminal justice system, work and leisure within 

society. Students will be able to critically evaluate each debate between perspectives encompassing key vocabulary and make acute comparisons. Alongside 

this, students will analyse the usefulness of various research methods used to understand social processes and issues within some of these topics. This 

provides students with the sociological understanding to be able to apply to contemporary issues within our postmodern world today, and to which can be 

applied to other subjects.  In essence the ultimate aim would be for our students to see Sociology not just as an academic subject but something that we 

actually live, experience and they can apply to everyday life to make them more aware, to question everything and be independent thinking young ladies. 

Implementation 

The Sociology curriculum has been adapted based on student’s prior learning, knowledge, and achievement before the lockdown. Some unit orders have 

been changed, while others have been merged to enable completion of course. Some topics will be revisited based on feedback from students and 

assessment of coursework. The main focus is on how best to teach the essential knowledge and key skills to enable students to re-engage and excel in their 

studies. 
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 Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
YEAR 
12 

TOPIC 1 
Culture & Identity: 
This is an option topic – 
one of the reasons for 
choosing this topic is that 
it ‘grabs’ attention from 
the students as it is so 
relatable as it is about 
‘right now’ ie our 
everyday existence – 
questions as to ‘why we 
behave the way we do? 
how do we learn culture? 
Why are they different?’ 
Another reason for 
choosing this is that it 
actually does the ‘job’ of 
introducing the 
foundation vocabulary, it 
start from the premise 
that the student does not 
know much about the 
subject rather than 
throwing them in at the 
deep end as I found in 
other options such as 
family. Thus the concepts 
and perspectives studies 
here will act a building 
blocks and will run as the 
core themes in all topics 

Once the understanding 
of key sociological issues, 
debates and concepts are 
embedded – sociological 
perspectives such as 
functionalism, Marxism, 
feminism, 
postmodernism will be 
introduced and applied 
to the areas of CAGE. 
This will always be part of 
the topic for example 
how social class affects 
…. (depending on the 
topic in this case identity 
)  
 This elevates sociology 
from a common sense 
approach and adds rigour 
and evidence to the 
teaching of the subject; it 
also adds critical and 
analytical evidence that 
can be debated; which 
will help consolidate the 
exam skill (AO3) 
evaluation. Students will 
learn to develop a line of 
reasoning and evaluate 
the evidence for and 
against a particular issue. 

TOPIC 2 
Education: 
The topic of education 
is a compulsory unit 
but it flows from the 
previous topic, as 
education is an agency 
of socialisation along 
with peers. Also, school 
is where they spend a 
great deal of their time 
and thus they will see 
the relevance of 
studying this and why 
education is such a 
significant 
agency/influence on us 
ie as studied in topic 1 
on our identity, how 
we behave, out status 
etc. But it will now be 
done in much more 
depth  
The purpose of 
education, its history 
etc  
Ask/debate questions 
such as - does it still 
serve a purpose? To 
what extent? How did 
it start? Does 

To carry on with 
topic 2 and look at 
the political history 
and influence on the 
education system – 
for better or worst? 
Have the political 
parties improved 
the system? ie 
addressed 
inequality ie CAGE? 
Bridged the gap 
between those who 
achieve and those 
who don’t? 
To know and discuss 
the policies 
introduced, what 
worked and what 
did not? Impact of 
those polices on 
student, parent 
teachers, society? 
The political stance 
and input is 
introduced here in 
some detail – this 
will raise awareness 
and help students 
understand that 
politics is not an 
abstract 

TOPIC 3 
Theories and 
methods: 
  
This will help to 
encapsulate 
knowledge from 
previous topic and 
will allow students to 
solidify their 
knowledge and 
understanding ie 
research methods 
and their knowledge 
of perspectives. By 
doing so, students 
will develop 
meticulously detailed 
knowledge about the 
methods and 
theories when 
explaining behaviour 
in the social world. 
Evaluations, 
conclusions, 
applications and 
analyses’ will be 
implemented in 
extended pieces of 
writing based on the 
following questions 
which you can see 

Alongside teaching 
Topic 4 Will be 
preparation for Yr 
12 end of year 
exams – look at 
retention exercises 
revision aids and 
strategies, practice 
of exam questions, 
revision classes  
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covered in this A level. For 
example 
Vocabulary and concepts 
such as nature vs nurture, 
social construction, 
identity, globalisation, 
socialisation, culture, 
statuses, diversity and 
social inequality etc. This 
will open up key debates 
around CAGE (class, age, 
gender, ethnicity) and 
how they are fundamental 
in contemporary society. 
In addition, the 
significance of 
socialisation – how do we 
learn the norms and 
values of society? The 
significance of the 
agencies of socialisation = 
family, education, peers, 
media, work and religion. 
Students will examine 
their own identity and 
that of others and learn to 
compare and contrast 
their culture with others – 
to look at society from a 
micro and macro point of 
view. This is essential as 
sociology is looking at 
society and how the 

This will be practised 
both verbally and written  
More exam skills will be 
incorporated and 
practised from the short 
answer questions 
introduced in Term 1 to 
the extended exam 
questions. 
This will be practiced at 
school and home and 
rigorous feedback given 
so that they may show 
progress and 
understanding of the 
rubrics of the exam style 
questions. revision 
strategies in prep for 
PPE’s 
 
 

education promote or 
hinder social mobility  
The perspectives view 
on this and how 
education applies to 
CAGE will be studied 
and how in turn CAGE 
impacts education. By 
now we would expect 
students to have a 
good grasp on the 
different perspectives 
view points and apply 
them to each topic and 
thus evaluate. Again a 
core theme that will be 
developed and applied 
in each topic we study. 
As will be the 
significance of agencies 
of socialisation for 
example family, peers, 
media. The important 
thing here is to 
understand the full 
extent of education not 
just form a 
school/student outlook 
but how it impacts 
individuals and society 
and what factors 
(inside school and 
outside of school) 

phenomenon but 
something that is 
very real, relevant 
and affects us all. 
This will help when 
in in yr 13 we look 
at the topic of 
Stratification and 
crime and deviance. 
This will also add 
evidence to their 
extended answers. 
 
In addition to 
Education in Paper 2 
there is also the 
topic of research 
methods (Topic 3) 
that is linked to 
education, therefore 
in this term it makes 
sense at this 
juncture to start 
teaching it so that 
they can now 
understand the 
context of the exam 
questions and of 
course how 
sociology and 
research is linked. 
Therefore, one 
lesson a week will 

build on our prior 
learning  
  
1. How useful are 
quantitative research 
methods? 2. How 
useful are qualitative 
research methods? 3. 
Is sociology a 
science? 4. Can 
sociologists remain 
objective? 5. How 
useful is 
functionalism when 
explaining society? 6. 
How useful is 
Marxism when 
explaining society? 7. 
How useful is 
feminism when 
explaining society? 8. 
How useful are 
action theories when 
explaining human 
interactions? 9. What 
are the main 
differences between 
modernity, 
postmodernity and 
late modernity? 10. 
What is the 
relationship between 
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factors of CAGE and 
agencies influence 
 
  

influence how ones 
progresses and 
attainment. To again 
think about sociology 
in a micro and macro 
sense. 
 
 

be dedicated to 
research methods. 
In turn research 
methods will again 
appear in paper 3 
which we will cover 
in Yr 12/13 
For Research 
methods it is 
essential to get 
students to realise 
that sociology is not 
based on opinions 
but on objective 
research, research 
that has helped 
sociologists reach 
reasoned 
conclusions. Here 
the challenges is to 
know what the 
methods used were 
– to define and 
evaluate their uses, 
how the method 
was applied – 
introduce, learn and 
apply key terms and 
concepts, such as 
objective, bias, 
reflexivity 
This will be done in 
a practical way as 

sociology and social 
policy?  
Revision 
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they will indeed 
carry out their own 
mini research using 
what they have 
studied for example 
decide on the 
hypothesis, the 
most appropriate 
research method 
(eg questionnaire, 
observation, etc) 
which type? 
Sample? To critically 
evaluate their 
research and that of 
their class mates. 
Exam questions will 
be practised both 
short and extended 
as we would hope 
by now they would 
feel confident in 
knowing what the 
different type of 
questions will be 
asking for. 

 Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 
13 

Topic 4 
Stratification:  
Now having the 
foundation of their 
learning from year 12 and 

Topic 5  
Theory & Methods: 
This will be taught 
alongside stratification – 
the reasoning here is that 

Will be a continuation 
of both topics and also 
to review Mock exams 
– identify strengths and 
weaknesses that can be 

Finish crime and 
deviance and look 
to really fine tune 
revision, identify 
topics we need to 

This will be an 
important time 
before exams to 
consolidate, revise , 
aid retention and do 
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studying CAGE and 
agencies of socialisation 
and how they influence 
our status, roles, 
determine our norms, 
values etc in society. This 
topic looks to do this in 
more depth and detail 
and examine inequalities 
in areas of society for 
example crime, 
employment, housing and 
poverty. This topic will 
enable students to come 
from an informed point of 
view 
discuss/debate/evaluate 
(the extended answers 
required for the exam) 
such as whether 
inequalities still exist or 
are still significant and to 
what extent. We analyseIs 
so to what extent? What 
evidence suggests that 
these inequalities are 
improving, getting worst, 
decreasing, and increasing 
who is most at risk? Who 
is benefitting and why? 
 

not too long ago we had 
studied the main 
methods in depth and we 
have also studied the 
perspective in depth/ the 
theory in this topic is 
linked to the 
perspectives so we will 
be able to build on that 
knowledge and study 
that research methods is 
not only done in context 
ie to apply to a particular 
area of study but also can 
come from a point of 
view which can 
determine the type of 
research example 
quantitative or 
qualitative, what your 
hypothesis/aims might 
be, the methods you may 
use again this will be 
studied in both academic 
and practical ways so for 
example the students will 
carry out a mini research 
task into the same 
research area but some 
will do it from a 
positivists perspective 
and others will do it from 
a interpretivists 

addressed through in 
class work and after 
school revision and 
practice 
Revision sessions will 
be targeted based on 
the above and their 
ability  
Near the end of term 
we will start the final 
Topic 6 of Crime and 
Deviance. The reason 
for it being here as it 
bring everything 
together ie 
inequalities, 
perspectives view, why 
youth crime is 
committed for example 
so how do the Marxist 
view differ from the 
functionalist view? The 
influence/significance 
of agencies of 
socialisation – peer 
influence, type of 
education, type of 
family, the link of 
education to type of 
work 
Significance of CAGE 
How the political 
system is linked to the 

catch up on and 
areas in topics that 
really need to 
revisited. Exam 
practice, revision 
strategies, retention 
exercise  
If we can either go 
to AQA revision day 
or if they organise it 
via online. 

more exam practice  
under timed 
condtions. 
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perspective – 
compare/contrast/evalua
te which again will help 
met the exam criteria  

policies that influence 
crime and punishment 
and solutions  
Again being able to 
identify reasons and 
explain them (shorter 
answer questions) and 
debate/evaluate why? 
will meet the exam 
criteria  

 

Impact: To ensure students achieve their fullest potential in sociology, students will be formatively assessed once a fortnight through writing extended 

essays that will embed key elements of the mark schemes. Data from this assessment will then be used to target students and aim to enhance their 

development areas though re-teaching lessons. Knowledge of vocabulary from each topic will be assessed once a term as well as key knowledge from 

certain topics will be assessed during quizzes. Students’ data from termly mocks will be analysed to highlight any areas for development e.g. short mark or 

higher mark questions. Furthermore, students will also read the news on a daily basis and watch documentaries, use on line resources for example revision 

websites, TED talks, YouTube etc to then link to sociological key arguments as a way of demonstrating impact of the subject outside of lessons.   
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