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17 June 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: School information updates 
 
I write to you to keep you informed of some changes we are trialling this last part of the school year. 
 
Uniform: 
As the summer weather becomes warmer and temperatures are climbing higher, we will be 
introducing a summer uniform. From now to the end of this academic year, students will not need to 
wear their school jumper or blazer if they so wish. They are not permitted to wear any other jumper. 
If choosing to leave their school jumper and/or blazer at home, they should wear their school shirt 
tucked into their skirt or trousers.  
 
We hope that, by allowing this option, students can be helped to keep cool in the hot weather we are 
experiencing. 
 
Please note that the same rule applies for days when students have PE or Dance: they are not 
permitted to wear any other jumper, only the school sports top and jacket. 
 
Punctuality: 
I have been concerned this year at rising numbers of students being late to school after the gates close 
at 8.40am. Students who are late each day will remain in school for 20 minutes’ late detention on the 
same day. Those who are persistently late will receive a more serious sanction.  
 
Equally, a growing number of students have developed poor habits of being late to lessons. These 
minutes late to register for each lesson are added up at the end of each week and a Headmistress’ 
Detention is given for up to 90 minutes the following week on Wednesdays. This runs from 3.00 – 
4.30pm. 
 
We are seeking to instil in all our students the importance and the value of punctuality. Please support 
your child in understanding that poor punctuality is not acceptable without a valid reason and will 
always come with consequences both in education and later in life, when they enter the workplace.  
 
Behaviour: 
Students who accumulate 3 negative points for either behaviour in class, e.g. where they have not 
heeded a first verbal warning, have not completed their PPM study tasks at home, or do not have the 
correct kit or equipment, will be given a Headmistress’ Detention for 90 minutes the following week. 
This detention takes place on Thursday between 3.00 and 4.30 pm. 
 
Letters notifying parents and carers of a Headmistress’ detention and the reason for it will now be 
emailed only, so it is essential that we have an up-to-date email address for all parents. Please notify 
the school office of any updates to your child’s and/or parent’s contact details: 
office@stclaudines.co.uk 
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More serious behaviours will remain with a more serious sanction of inclusion and, in the most serious 
cases, exclusion. 
 
Our aim in educating our students is not only to be punitive. We balance the punitive consequences 
with a whole range of positives and rewards to encourage and incentivise our students towards getting 
it right, towards having and maintaining good punctuality and attendance, to behaving as we expect 
and contributing to a happy and harmonious school community. 
 
We are very ambitious for our students and for our school and we want everyone to achieve their full 
potential. Children will live what they learn and they need to learn good habits of study, a good work 
ethos, the importance of good behaviour and punctuality. 
 
Our new mantra for this approach is as follows: 

 Work hard 

 Behave well 

 Be kind and respectful to others 
 

Smart watches and Fitbits: 
I take this opportunity to clarify that any form of smart watch e.g. apple watch is not permitted in 
school. We do, however, permit students to wear a Fitbit if they wish to use this device as an activity 
tracker.  
 
Assessment Week: 
From Monday 20 to Friday 24 June, all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will be in Assessment Week. 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will attend school each morning from 8.40 to 12.40 and will complete 
their assessments in each subject. They will be dismissed home at 12.40 and should spend their 
afternoons studying and preparing for the next day of assessments. All students have a copy of which 
subjects they are sitting assessments in each day. 
 
Students in Year 12 will only need to attend school on the days that they have assessments.  Full and 
normal timetable resumes on Monday 27 June. 
 
Looking forward: 
There are many exciting events due to take place following Assessment Week through to the end of 
term on Friday 22 July. Please check the school website for the calendar, which details all that will be 
happening: https://www.stclaudines.co.uk/59/school-calendar-whats-on 
 
Please note that, on Friday 01 July, the school will be closed as the chosen day schools were afforded 
by the government to honour the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Dr L. McGowan 
Headmistress 
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