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29 November 2021 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Government announcement on new temporary measures following the emergence of the Omicron 
variant of COVID-19 in the UK 
 
On Saturday, 27 November, the Prime Minister announced new temporary measures following the 
emergence of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK. The new measures will be introduced to slow 
down the spread of the variant while more information is gathered. Schools have now been issued with 
instructions from the Department for Education stating the following:  
 

 Face coverings should be worn in communal areas by staff, visitors and students in Years 7 and 
above, unless they are exempt. Students should continue to wear face coverings on public and 
dedicated school transport, unless they are exempt.  

 Staff and students are strongly encouraged to continue to test twice weekly using Lateral Flow 
tests (LFTs) and to upload their results to the NHS website: Report a Covid Test   

 Any suspected or confirmed close contacts of the Omicron variant will be asked to isolate for 10 
days, regardless of vaccination status or age. Those being asked to isolate will be contacted directly 
by the NHS. If you or your child are contacted and named as a close contact of a positive case of 
the Omicron variant, please ensure that you inform the school immediately. 

 All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, 
including boosters.  

 
Families may be planning to travel abroad over the Christmas break, but it should be noted that the list of 
red countries has now been updated. With the situation of the virus and the new variant so uncertain it 
might be inadvisable to travel at this time. Please let the school know if you are planning to travel outside 
of the UK over the forthcoming holiday period. 
 
When we return to school after the Christmas break, all students who are registered for the testing 
programme will be offered a test in school during the first week of January. This is a Government 
requirement. 
 
From tomorrow, 30 November, we will require all students and staff (unless officially exempt) to wear a 
mask or face covering when in classrooms whereby safe social distancing cannot be maintained and when 
in and around the buildings. Please ensure that your child has a face covering to wear. We have a stock of 
face masks in school and will provide to students where necessary. 
 
We hope to be able to reach the end of term without further restrictions being imposed but we will be 
keeping a close watch on any further communications from the government over the next few weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr L McGowan 
Headmistress 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

