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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

COVID Update and Some Good News on GCSE Results 

 

Following the government’s announcements earlier this week, there have been some significant 

changes to our covid safety procedures coming into effect from today, Monday, 28 February 2022. 

 

The government has confirmed that twice weekly testing will no longer be required and we will no 

longer be provided with free testing kits in schools. We will, however, retain a stock in school in case 

of any local public health instructions due to an outbreak; but students will not be routinely 

provided with any more kits after the coming week. 

 

The legal requirement to isolate following a positive test is no longer in place from 24 February but 

the advice from government is to isolate for 5 days if a person develops symptoms and then goes on 

to test positive.  We will, therefore, require any student who tests positive to isolate for 5 days. 

 

There is no requirement for members of a household or close contacts to isolate if there is a positive 

case within the home. 

 

Masks 

From today, 28 February 2022, we will not be requiring students and staff to wear masks but we will 

still strongly encourage it. Mask wearing becomes a matter of personal choice and responsibility. As 

a school we have kept our mask wearing procedures in place far longer than the government 

directed. But with all restrictions now lifting it moves to a matter of choice. We will be keeping our 

sanitising routines in place. 

 

We must also be ready to respond to any direction from the local public health protection team 

should there be any local outbreaks or concerns over local case numbers. 

 

This all forms part of the government's 'Living with Covid' approach - accepting that this virus is now 

in the world and finding ways to live with it. 

 

Good News 

It seems that all my letters to parents over the past 2 years have all been about Covid! But, now we 

have some good news to share. In November, many of our Year 11 students sat their first real GCSE 
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exam in English Literature. The results have just come in and they are excellent. Congratulations to 

our students! Sitting a real GCSE for the first time and achieving such a mass of top grades and good 

passes after a pandemic and two years of disrupted education is testament to their hard work and 

determination. We are very proud of them and hope this will now spur them on to reach the highest 

possible achievements in the forthcoming summer exams. 

 

We are also very proud of our Year 13 students whose university offers are flying in now. Some of 

them have tough choices to make as they have 5 offers to choose from - a very positive outcome for 

their applications. 

 

Lenten fundraising 

This year, as part of our Lenten observance and fundraising, we will be supporting the Catholic 

Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) appeal 'Walk for Hunger'. We are asking our students to 

raise some sponsorship money for walking as many kilometres as they can between now and the 

end of March. The aim is to reach a target of 200km as a school. We hope that parents and families 

will encourage this and perhaps might like to participate too! Details have been shared with students 

on their tutor google classrooms. 

 

Changes to Contact Details 

It is essential that we hold up to date contact details for all students. If you change address or 

telephone/mobile number, please ensure that you give this information to the school either by 

telephoning the school reception on 020 8965 2986 or by emailing the school office: 

office@stclaudines.co.uk. 

 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Dr L. McGowan 
Headmistress 
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