
At St Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls we are committed to welcoming, recognising, and 
celebrating linguistic and cultural diversity and have high expectations of all students regardless of 
ethnic, cultural or linguistic heritage. It is our priority that all new arrivals feel safe and valued in 
order to learn effectively and become fully engaged and confident members of our school 
community.  

An English as Additional Language (EAL) student is someone who 

 Has been brought up using a language other than English during early development, and  

 Continues to be exposed to this language in the home or in the community.  

EAL students are not considered to have a ‘Special Educational Need’ but are seen to benefit from 
the ability to live and learn in more than one language. 

On admission, students complete an initial EAL proficiency assessment against National Curriculum 
indicators in order to determine the stage of language acquisition. They are placed in five EAL bands 
– A-E (New to English, Early Acquisition, Developing Confidence, Competent and Fluent) based on 
proficiency demonstrated against Bell Foundation assessments and descriptors.  

Implementation 

Students in band A have 10 lessons of English Language acquisition following the Cambridge 
University Press course “Empowerment” divided into 12 units.  In addition, they work on phonics 
and reading following the Fresh start programme. The students also have guided reading through a 
variety of accessible texts. In order to facilitate an accelerated immersion they also follow a tailored 
core curriculum.  

B band students follow the same programme English Language acquisition programme, but over 5 
lessons a week.  

C band students follow the mainstream curriculum with in class differentiated support.  Additional 
support for students may be given through: first language resources & translation facilities; teaching 
support on a 1:1 or small group basis; peer group support; pre-teaching of key concepts and 
vocabulary; and, where appropriate, assistive technology. 

Additionally we have a bespoke curriculum with an allocated teacher for students who are new to 
the language and the country. This provision allows us to give a more personalised introduction to 
life in the UK and our education system, as well as supporting their emotional and mental wellbeing. 

Teaching staff also support EAL students through 

 Sharing key language features of each curriculum area, e.g. key vocabulary, uses of 
language, forms of text, are identified.  

 Opportunities are provided for speaking and listening, including both process and 
presentational talk, and use made of drama techniques and role play. Students have access 
to effective staff and peer models of spoken language.  

  Additional visual support is provided, e.g. posters, pictures, photographs, objects, 
demonstration, use of gesture.  

 Additional verbal support is provided, e.g. repetition, modelling, peer support.  

 Discussion is provided before, during and after reading and writing activities.  



 Scaffolding is provided for language and learning, e.g. talk frames, writing frames 

 All EAL students have access to SRA Reading Laboratory and Lexia. 

 


