
Art & Design Curriculum Map 

Intent: The Art curriculum aims to engage, inspire and challenge students, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create 

their own works of art, craft and design. As students progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and 

design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture of the country.  Students should be able 

to produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences, they should also become proficient in drawing, painting, printmaking, 

photography, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.  They should be able to evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, 

craft and design and know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

In years 7 and 8 students operate on a carousel of Art & Design, Graphic Communication, Textiles and Food Technology. These lessons will give the students 

the chance to explore and experience a range of skills and processes until they find their own specialism. They will get the opportunity to make informed 

and confident decisions when choosing their GCSE subjects so they can develop their new chosen skill and subject. We offer GCSE AQA Art & Design and 

Textiles, also A Level Photography in our sixth form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 carousel: 
Art & Design, 
Graphic 
Communication 
and Food 
Technology  

The Formal Elements & Portraiture 
 
Students will be introduced to self‐portraits 
and the various ways these can be produced, 
to appreciate the different ways that artists 
show themselves through self-portraits.  
Expanding the student’s ability when using a 
pencil and paint brush.  
Students will gain skills in drawing a Self 
Portrait and to work in the style of the graphic 
designer and Illustrator Erica Burns. 
Understanding and identifying the formal 
elements of art; tone, line, form, shape, 
texture and colour.   
How to make use of a wide range of tonal and 
shading techniques, be able to discuss tone 
and formal drawn elements used by 
themselves and others.  
How to draw from observation, developing an 
understanding of proportion and scale.    

Typography & Perspective Drawing / Poster 

Design 

Students are introduced perspective drawing 

and how it can be applied to interior design 

and how it is used in the design world.  

Students gain skills in 1–Point Perspective and 

gain skills in applying tone to a 

 3-dimensional drawing. They will apply 

knowledge and new skills to a 1point 

perspective landscape drawing and to gain 

knowledge and understanding in 2 -point 

perspective drawing and create a fantasy 

cityscape- with the application of tone. 

Students learn how to make use of a wide 

range of tonal and shading techniques, be able 

to discuss the purpose of formal elements 

used in design and graphics. They will design 

and make a poster advertising a current art 

exhibition. Students will gain knowledge and 

understanding of the first poster designed and 

its history. 

To introduce Typography and Advertising. - 

Expand and deepen students’ knowledge and 

understanding of Media and Advertising and 

its global impact 

Students will learn about the principles of 

typography and will apply this knowledge to 

their own personal outcome. 

 

Safety in the Food Room, Personal and Food 
Hygiene, Cooking Equipment, Weighing and 

Measuring, Knife Skills, Eat well Guide, 
Sensory Analysis. 

 
Introduction to Cooking and Nutrition 
covering safety, personal and food hygiene. 
Students to discuss and make reference to 
their own experiences at home or previous 
primary education. 
Students will understand the importance of 
hand washing when handling food to 
prevent the spread of bacteria including 
COV-19. 
They will follow strict health and safety rules 
and standard procedures in the kitchen to 
ensure that food is safe to eat. They will 
create their own safety rules in the kitchen.   
To learn basic cooking equipment how to 
use and demonstrate safe use in the kitchen, 
including the hob and oven. 
Students will learn basic cooking skills 
needed to prepare healthy meals and make 
smarter food choices in the future.  
They will plan, prepare and cook a range of 
products using accurate weighing, 
measuring and cooking techniques. They will 
understand the importance of the Eat well 
Guide, describing how each section is 
beneficial to our health. 
Students will evaluate food products using 
the five senses and consider healthier 
choices that could be made and to learn 
how to follow a recipe and understand the 
importance of working methodically to 
produce a quality outcome. 
 
 

 



 

 

Year 8 
carousel: 
art, 
textiles 
and food 
technology 

Colour theory and painting. 
Masks from around the world 

 
Students will revisit (prior learning in year 
7) and demonstrate their understanding of 
the formal elements of art; tone, line, form, 
shape, texture and colour. 
They will learn how to make use of a wide 
range of tonal and shading techniques, be 
able to discuss tone and formal drawn 
elements used by themselves and others. 
Students will learn how to draw from 
observation, developing an understanding 
of proportion and scale. 
They must gain a clear understanding of 
colour theory with the ability to identify 
primary, secondary, tertiary and 
complementary colours as well as the 
ability to confidently mix colours. 
Students apply mixing skills to create a 
monochromatic painting. 
We are constantly creating cross curricular 
links with geography, languages and 
religious studies-learning about the origins 
of masks and their spiritual and/or religious 
properties. The students are Introduced to 
masks and their various uses (Tribal and 
cultural) 
Enable students to design their own mask 
through the knowledge they have gained 
and to produce a successful 3D cardboard 
mask from a 2D design 

                      Design Brief-Textiles 
 
Top Shop have asked you to design and make 
a drawstring fabric bag for teenage 
 girls to keep essential personal items i.e., 
Mask, hand gel, hair scrunchy and tissues 
The bag will need to be fun and upbeat as well 
as practical. It will need to have a small pocket 
and applique designs to incorporate the Top 
shop linked hearts logo. 
The ribbon of the bag needs to be decorated 
with hearts to represent Top Shop. 
 
Students will gain  
 

Basic hand and machine sewing skills 
Design and make for purpose and 
production skills 
2-d design layout 
Patterns and prototypes 
Templates and pattern cutting- 
(translating these from paper to fabric) 
2-d designing to 3-d making  
Product testing and evaluating industrial 
process 
Applique 
Construction and finishing 
Final evaluation and assessment 

 

Food Technology 

 

Students will learn about the prevention of 

Food poisoning and the cause and effects, and 

the Eatwell Guide looking specifically at Protein 

Foods 

Students to follow up lesson from year 7 on 
health and safety procedures in food 
preparation. They will explain the term food 
poisoning and describe what causes it including 
symptoms. They will identify foods which are 
associated with food poisoning and describe 
how these foods can be stored to prevent this 
illness. Learn key words relating to the topic.  
 Eatwell Guide looking at Protein Foods in 
particular. 
 
Protein Foods: 

 
Eggs 

 
Meat and Fish 
 
Skills: baking, frying, stir frying, boiling and 
steaming, grilling, weighing and measuring, 
rubbing in, melting method, creaming method 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 9 
GCSE  
ART 

 The Elements in Art & Design- Natural 
Forms 
Students will revisit (prior learning in year 7 and 
year 8) and identify the formal elements of art; 
tone, line, form, shape, texture and colour.   
How to make use of a wide range of tonal and 
shading techniques, be able to discuss tone and 
formal drawn elements used by themselves and 
others.  
How to draw from observation, developing an 
understanding of proportion and scale by 
looking at natural forms. 
A clear understanding of colour theory with the 
ability to identify primary, secondary, tertiary 
and complementary colours as well as the 
ability to confidently mix colours.  
How to scale up a drawing using the grid 
techniques  
Understand a range of reasons, motivations and 
incentives for making a drawing.  
Students will gain understanding of artists in 
how they create their work, then using these 
skills to create a response in the style of the 
artist, as well as the ability to use art 
terminology to describe and analysis the work.  
 

Natural Forms Lino Printing 
 
We will be looking closely at the work of artist 
William Morris. Students will respond to his 
work through a series of experimental prints 
using paper and other materials. There will be 
a focus on design, composition, layering and 
registering before they produce a final 
realisation.   
Through the theme of Natural Forms students 
will create a mind map as a starting point for 
idea generation and personalisation.  
  
Students will select an artist whose work 
relates to this theme and start to record from 
first hand in the style of their chosen artist.  
  
Students will create a range of observational 
drawings from primary research, collected 
items and their own photography in a range of 
appropriate media exploring their theme 
visually in depth.  They will create drawings, 
thumbnail sketches and collages 
experimenting with different compositions, 
materials and colour palettes linking to their 
artist research and annotating ideas and 
improvements as the project progresses 

Natural forms - still Life 
 
Students will record a wide range of 
observational studies from primary and 
secondary sources whilst experimenting with a 
range of materials, techniques, surfaces and 
processes.  
Students will refine ideas and experiment with 
resources, media and materials.  They will 
experiment and explore the theme in more 
depth, analysing and developing ideas as the 
project progresses.   
  
This will include experiments with different 
techniques such as paint, pens, inks, printing, 
mixed media, showing examples of testing and 
evaluating ideas.  
  
Students will investigate other artists they have 
selected who link to their interests/theme and 
continue to experiment with different 
viewpoints and designs 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Term 1 Term 2  Term 3 

Year 
10 
GCSE 
Art 

 Structures-Lino Printing-photography 
 
Students will be looking closely at the work of 
artist Paul Catheral. Students will respond to his 
work through a series of experimental prints 
using paper and other materials. There will be a 
focus on design, composition, layering and 
registering before they produce a final 
realisation.   
Students will create a range of observational 
drawings from primary research, collected 
items and their own photography in a range of 
appropriate media exploring their theme 
visually in depth.  They will create drawings, 
thumbnail sketches and collages experimenting 
with different compositions, materials and 
colour palettes linking to their artist research 
and annotating ideas and improvements as the 
project progresses. 
 
Through the theme of Structures students will 
create a series if prints based on the 
architectural structure of The Convent and also 
the structures of London’s iconic buildings and 
their local areas. 
 
Students will gain and improve skills in 
Photography and Photoshop. 
  
Students will select an artist whose work relates 
to this theme and start to record from first hand 
in the style of their chosen artist.  
 

Portraiture 
 
Students will revisit portraiture and the key 
features and concepts of portraiture,  
various artists and styles associated with this 
subject matter including contemporary artists 
Marion Bolognesi, Luke Dixon, Pablo Picasso 
and watercolour/ gouache/acrylic painting 
techniques/ brush skills   
 
Students will analyse and evaluate their work 
reflecting on links to their artist research.  
They will develop observation skills when 
collecting information and communicating 
ideas  
To also develop analytical and intuitive 
capabilities through the appropriate use of 
materials, processes and techniques to 
develop an individual response and adapt 
ideas to meet different purposes and make 
connections with the work of others. 

Graphic Communication/Messages/Book 
cover design 
 
Students will gain knowledge and 
understanding of Typography and 
combining test and Image. Students will 
create a range of observational drawings 
from primary research, collected items and 
their own photography in a range of 
appropriate media exploring their theme 
visually in depth.  
They will create drawings, thumbnail 
sketches and collages experimenting with 
different compositions, materials and 
colour palettes linking to their artist 
research and annotating ideas and 
improvements as the project progresses. 
They will experiment and develop a various 
range of printmaking technique. Students 
will create a range of typographical 
statement pieces linked to the theme of 
Messages (past exam paper) 

 



 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term3 

Year 
11 
GCSE 
Art  

 Project 1 ‐ Freedom  
  
AQA GCSE Assessment objectives:  
 AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes  
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses  
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises  
intentions and demonstrates  
understanding of visual language  
  
Students will visually explore the theme of 
‘Freedom’ by telling a story through their 
investigations and development of ideas.  The 
work must be clearly linked and annotated with 
Art Key words throughout.  Students need to 
show an element of creative risk, 
experimentation and personal decision‐making 
discussing reasons for their choices.  This will 
form a body of work gaining marks for each of 
the assessment objectives.   

Project 1 ‐ Freedom  
  
Students will continue to explore their theme 
of ‘Freedom’ which will cover the following: 
Research and investigation (Looking at a range 
of artists to inform your theme, analysing 
their work both through written and visually)  
Experimenting with different techniques and 
materials (students should try out a range of 
different materials, mix them up and make 
notes on how their thoughts and opinions)  
Developing ideas, (being open to possibilities, 
linking ideas to the project title and linking to 
research) Students will have 5 hours (1 school 
day) to produce an ambitious, largescale final 
piece as a personal response.  
 
 Final piece created over 2 weeks of lessons. 
 
Ideas will be informed by an understanding of 
their research and context.  Students will 
develop and refine their ideas through 
experimentation, using a range of relevant 
resources, media, material, techniques and 
processes.   

Exam  
 
Students will have 10 hours (2 school days) 
of controlled  
assessment time to produce an  
ambitious final piece as a personal response 
to their theme.  
 
Students will be issued with an exam paper 
from AQA, they will choose ONE question to 
work from and then have 8 weeks to 
carefully research their thoughts and ideas 
in response to this theme.  
This could take the form of a 
workbook/sheets filled with primary 
research, artist connections and  
exploration studies linked to the theme. 
Students will continue to develop a body of 
work in response to their theme.   
Ideas will be informed by an understanding 
of their research and context.  Students will 
develop and refine their ideas through 
experimentation, using a range of relevant 
resources, media, material, techniques and 
processes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 
12 A-

Level 
Art & 
Design 

Skills Workshops 
Students will spend this term developing and 
gaining new skills through a series of 
workshops. 
These workshops will consist of a variety of 
techniques and art processes that haven’t been 
taught through KS3 and 4. 
Students are introduced to 6 workshops that 
last 2 weeks. These workshops consist of a 
range of techniques and processes that will 
push and stretch the student's art & design 
skills. 
Workshops range from Observational drawing 
techniques – recyclable material –printmaking 
to Collage. 
 
 
 

Contemporary Portraiture  
 
We will revisit key features and concepts of 
portraiture. 
 
Various Artists and styles associated with this 
subject matter including contemporary artists 
Marion Bolognesi, Cliff Mathews, Shepard 
Fairey, Luke Dixon, Ian Mc Arthur, Guy  
Denning and Pablo Picasso. 
Watercolour/Acrylic painting techniques/ 
brush skills /Soft pastels/oil pastels/ pencil 
tonal and photography. 
Students will analyse and evaluate their work 
reflecting on links to artist research  
To develop observation skills when collecting 
information and communicating ideas and to 
develop analytical and intuitive capabilities 
through the appropriate use of materials, 
processes and techniques. Students will 
develop an individual response and adapt 
ideas to meet different purposes and make 
connections with the work of others. 
 
Pop Art -Graphic Communication-Screen 
Printing 
Building on from the Portraiture project 
students will learn about Pop Art and study 
the Art Movement and a range of prominent 
artists. They will research elements of popular 
culture in their life to develop and refine a 
design that incorporates their portrait. Print‐
making techniques will be introduced, and 
connections will be made to the movement 

Past Paper exam theme (AQA)  
 
‘Elements’ or ‘My Surroundings’ 
Students to explore their theme which 
covers the following: 
Research and investigation (looking at a 
range of artists to inform your theme, 
analysing their work both through written 
and visually) 
Experimenting with different techniques 
and materials. Students will practice their 
final idea and show how it links to the 
artists they have studied and interpret their 
work in a personal way.  They will produce a 
final piece plan and complete a controlled 
assessment piece which links to all their 
development work in any appropriate 
media. 



Pop Art and why so many artists use print‐
making.   

 

 

 

 Term 1 Term2  

Year 
13 A 
Level 
Art & 
Design 

Personal Investigation/Essay-Personal study. 
 
This is a practical investigation supported by 
written material. 
Students are required to conduct a practical 
investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or 
theme, supported by written material. The 
focus of the investigation must be identified 
independently by the student and must lead to 
a finished outcome or a series of related 
finished outcomes. 
The investigation should be a coherent, in-
depth study that demonstrates the student’s 
ability to construct and develop a sustained line 
of reasoning from an initial starting point to a 
final realisation. 
The investigation must show clear development 
from initial intentions to the final outcome or 
outcomes. It must include evidence of the 
student’s ability to research and develop ideas 
and relate their work in meaningful ways to 
relevant critical/contextual materials. 
The investigation must be informed by an 
aspect of contemporary or past practice of 
artists, photographers, designers or 
craftspeople. 

Exam 
Students will have 10 hours (2 school days) of 
controlled  
assessment time to produce an  
ambitious final piece as a personal response 
to their theme.  
 
Students will be issued with an exam paper 
from AQA, they will choose ONE question to 
work from and then have 8 weeks to carefully 
research their thoughts and ideas in response 
to this theme.  
This could take the form of a workbook/sheets 
filled with primary research, artist connections 
and  
exploration studies linked to the theme. 
Students will continue to develop a body of 
work in response to their theme.   
Ideas will be informed by an understanding of 
their research and context.  Students will 
develop and refine their ideas through 
experimentation, using a range of relevant 
resources, media, material, techniques and 
processes.   

 

 

 

 


